
Gilda’s Club New York City 
195 West Houston Street 
New York, NY 10014 
(212) 647-9700
www.gildasclubnyc.org

@gildasclubnyc 
#gildasclubnyc

1

Gilda’s Club New York City Mission: 
To Support, Educate, and Empower Cancer Patients and Their Families 
Our free comprehensive cancer program includes support groups, educational lectures and healthy lifestyle workshops 
for everyone impacted by cancer – men, women, teens, and children.

Aveda SoHo Presents an 
Evening of Pampering

May 2018

THANK YOU GCNYC VOLUNTEERS!

The Scott J. Aveda Salon in SoHo 
generously held a wonderful 
evening of relaxation for a small 
group of Gilda’s Club members at 
their West Broadway storefront on 
February 26, 2018. 

Mini massages and facials were 
offered to help relax and refresh 
the body, and makeup and hair 
services had everyone feeling 
glamorously renewed. With a 

focus on natural products and 
understanding the specific needs 
of each individual person, the staff 
at Aveda were nothing short of 
hospitable and eager to help our 
community enjoy a small bit of 
pampering. 

Kenny Vargas of Aveda shared 
with us why he chose to partner 
with Gilda’s Club: 

GCNYC members receiving hand massages by Aveda SoHo staff

continued on page 3
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1. Name three of your favorite hobbies or interests. 
 Cooking, acrylic painting (want to learn watercolors next), 
 and fishing

2. Where would go if you could travel anywhere in the world?
 French Polynesia

3. What is the last movie you watched?
 Blazing Saddles

4. Name three things that you couldn’t live without if you were 
 stranded on a deserted island. 
 Sunscreen, music, wine

5. What is your favorite quote?
 “If you aren’t living life on the edge, you’re taking up too 
 much room.” 

• Make an annual or recurring donation
• Double your gift with a matching gift from 

your employer
• Attend or sponsor an event
• Encourage your friends to donate or attend 

an event
• Join our Legacy Society with a planned gift
• Hold your own fundraiser
• Join our Bike or Marathon teams
• Volunteer your time and skills
• Become a Corporate Partner
• Join our Associate Board
• Follow us on social media

Ways 
to 
Give
Here are some 
of the ways you 
can show your 
support of Gilda’s 
Club NYC. 
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Savannah is the newest member of the 
development team at Gilda’s Club and our 
go-to person for volunteers. Get to know a 
little more about Savannah. 

“I chose Gilda’s Club because, for 
me personally, I have had family 
members affected with cancer and 
seen the battle for survival. 

Since Aveda is a brand of Beauty 
and Wellness, I figured it would be 
wonderful to reach out to Gilda’s 
Club and have their members 
be treated to our complimentary 
services of aromatherapy and hand 
and neck massages along with 
make-up and hair styling. It would 
give the members a moment of 
feeling comfort and integrate our 
wellness for a sense of balance. 

Knowing what my family members 
endured internally and externally, 
I’m very proud to say I work 
for a brand like Aveda who has 
been a pioneer of environmental 
responsibility with a mission to care 
for the world we live in. What a 
great partnership Aveda SoHo and 
Gilda’s Club has formed.” 

We’d like to thank James, Kenny 
and the entire staff at Aveda for 
their kindness and generosity 
and we look forward to working 
together more in the future. 
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continued from page 1

Aveda SoHo Presents an Evening of Pampering

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner in Paris

On April 19th, we welcomed our 
volunteers to the Clubhouse for 
an evening of food, drinks and 
good company to celebrate and 
thank them for their generous 
commitment to the Gilda’s Club 
mission.  

The theme of the evening was Paris, 
complete with a delicious crepe 
station, a mini Eiffel Tower, and a 
beautiful performance by harpist, 
Pia Salvia from La Vie En Rose, 
French & Jazz Band.

While a single night can never 
thank our volunteers enough, 
we hope they understand 
how important they are to the 
sustainability of our program. 

Volunteers provide over 3,000 
hours of service annually. They 
facilitate our workshops, provide 
administrative support, and help 
out at internal member events and 
external fundraising events. They 
represent us at health fairs, serve 
as ambassadors, Board members, 

and Associate Board members, 
seasonally decorate Noogieland, 
our children’s space, and so much 
more. 

On behalf of the entire staff at 
Gilda’s Club NYC, thank you 
so much to everyone who has 
volunteered their time and talents 
in support of our program and 
members. 
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Flowers, bugs, and butterflies now 
adorn the ceiling and the walls of 
Noogieland thanks to the creative 
decorating skills by Associate 
Board member, Chelsey Lutz Kirby 
and her colleagues from J Public 
Relations. 

“Decorating Noogieland with 
20 colleagues was an incredible 
bonding moment,” says Chelsey. 
“In our industry (PR), we are 
usually traveling 100mph all day 

every day. Spending a slow morning 
where our only intention was 
bringing a smile to the faces of 
the children, was a centering and 
grounding experience. 

In an office of 30, too many of us 
have been impacted by immediate 
families having had cancer, and 
several of us have lost our mothers 
to it. It’s a privilege to think that 
we might have made enough of an 
impact to bring a young child a few 

moments of joy during this tough 
time.” 

Thank you  J Public  Relations for 
your time and for the awesome 
butterfly wall!

I initially began volunteering at 
Gilda’s Club in 1995, when they 
first opened their signature Red 
Door in New York. As my father 
had succumbed to lung cancer in 
1991, my objective at that time was 
to honor his memory. He lived in 
Michigan and I traveled back-and-
forth during the final stages of his 
life and experienced first-hand the 
effect that his diagnosis had on both 
the patient and the caregivers.

Volunteering at Gilda’s Club has 
been immensely rewarding and 
I remain grateful and humbled 
for the opportunity to be able 

to do so. After nearly a quarter-
century, it still continues to be a 
highly gratifying and enlightening 
experience, to be able to interact 
with Gilda’s Club members as well 
as my fellow volunteers, some of 
whom are also members.  

I have never ceased to be amazed 
at the stories that they have shared 
with me, as they bravely and 
courageously battle this “challenge” 
that life has presented. 

I marvel at the resilience of the 
human body as it acclimates 
through both difficult and ordinary 
circumstances, the ebb and flow of 
life.

SpotlightIN THE
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by Pete Defilippis
Why I Volunteer: 

Pete Defilippis and staff member, Eileen Jackson

Pete is one our long-time volunteers, 
and has been particularly helpful at 

special events both in and outside the 
Clubhouse. Thank you Pete!

An Evening of Creative Expression 
is a special event for the members, 
by the members. It is an event 
where Creative Expression 
workshop participants are invited 
to share their favorite works of 
self expression, such as paintings, 
drawings, origami, crochet, essays 
and songs. 

On March 22nd, members 
showcased their artwork and spoke 
about the inspirations behind them. 
Some read their written works to 
the group and some performed 
music that they wrote. 

“It is special in the sense that the 
members laugh and entertain each 
other with their stories, music and 

art but also, are supportive and 
thought provoking as members 
speak of the personal impact 
a workshop has had on them,” 
says Emily Riordan, Program & 
Education Coordinator.

“One member told me that The 
Story You Tell writing workshop is 
her support group. That she comes 
twice a month to this workshop and 
has found it to be the therapeutic 
method that works best for her. The 
connections members have made 
within our creative expressions 
program is ever present throughout 
the event and is uplifting to 
experience.”

An Evening of Creative Expression J Public Relations Decorates Noogieland for Spring

Love, Gilda 
Premieres at the 2018 
Tribeca Film Festival

For anyone who has seen our PSA 
videos, available on our website and 
YouTube channel, you will have seen 
Lisa D’Apolito’s work. Gilda’s Club 
NYC has been a pro bono client of 
Lisa’s since 2010 and it is through 
her work with our members that 
inspired her to learn more about 
Gilda Radner and subsequently 
produce the documentary film, Love, 
Gilda. 

Love,Gilda was the feature film to 
open the 2018 Tribeca Film Festival 
and premiered at The Beacon 
Theater on April 18th to outstanding 
reviews. 

The film uses rare personal 
recordings and journal entries to 
tell Gilda’s story in her own words. 
It also features newly uncovered 
audio diaries and journal entries 
that reveal a woman struggling with 
success, fame, relationships, and 
a battle with ovarian cancer that 
echoes one of her most famous lines 
– It’s always something.

We’re so thrilled that Gilda’s story 
could come to big screen and keep 
her legacy strong. 

Lisa is an accomplished director/
producer for 22 years and a 
trailblazer in her own right with her 
own company 3Faces Film. 

Every quarter, we welcome a 
corporation or small group to fund 

and decorate Noogieland to welcome 
the upcoming season. To learn more 

about this opportunity, please contact 
Deborah K. Wilson,  

Director of Development.  
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Lisa D’Apolito, Filmmaker and Director/Producer 
of acclaimed documentary Love, Gilda, will be the 
keynote speaker for the 11th Annual Celebrating 
Women Luncheon, at the Metropolitan Club on 
Wednesday, May 9th. Gerri Willis, FOX Business News 
Anchor and keynote speaker from 2017, will host the 
luncheon this year.  

Honorees include Alise Reicin, M.D., Senior Vice 
President and Head of Global Clinical Development 
for the biopharmaceutical business of Merck KGaA, 
Darmstadt Germany; and Michelle Freyre, President 
of U.S. Beauty, Johnson & Johnson Consumer 
Inc.. More than 250 guests are expected to attend. 
Tickets still available! Visit www.gildasclubnyc.org/
celebrating-women-luncheon-2018 for details. 
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11th Annual Celebrating Women  
Benefit Luncheon - May 9th

Broadway and television star, Krysta Rodriguez, is 
this year’s honoree for the Associate Board’s major 
fundraiser, The Gildie Awards, to be held on June 6th 
at City Winery. Ms. Rodriguez was diagnosed with 
cancer in 2014 and has since become an advocate 
through her blog, ChemoCouture. Broadway actress 
and friend, Ellyn Marsh will host. 300 guests are 
expected to enjoy an evening of silent auction, drinks 
and dancing with live music by band Temporary 
Grace and DJ Vida.

The Gildie Awards - June 6th

UPCOMING EVENTS

Lisa D’Apolito Michelle Freyre Alise Reicin, MD Gerri Willis

Krysta Rodriguez Ellyn Marsh

My experience as a Development Intern at Gilda’s 
Club NYC has been deeply rewarding. Every staff 
member has been so kind, welcoming, and supportive. 
I have learned so much from them in all aspects of 
development and how to work together as a team to 
run a successful non-profit.

It’s funny how I fell into a development position. As a 
social work student, I originally came to Gilda’s Club to 
interview for an internship in their program division. 
After speaking about how I’m genuinely interested in 
event planning and fundraising, I was introduced to 
Deborah Wilson, the Director of Development.

Deborah has not only been my supervisor this year, 
but she has also been a great mentor and role model 
to me. I truly admire Deborah’s work ethic, her ability 
to juggle so many different projects at the same time, 
and ability to talk to and form a relationship with 
everyone she meets with her engaging personality. As 
my supervisor, she exposed me to all of the different 
aspects of the development department. With the 
help of all development staff members, I have learned 
about the event planning process from start to finish, 
mailings of invitations, appeals, and newsletters, donor 
solicitation and outreach, grant research, social media 
outreach, and even more.

I am sad that this internship is quickly coming to an 
end, but the skills I have obtained here at Gilda’s Club 
NYC over the past eight months will be carried with 
me throughout my professional career. 

Intern Reflection by:
Maria Orband

Maria Orband (2nd from left) with the Development Team at the 2018 Gala

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

For more information about any of the listed events, please visit our website at  
www.gildasclubnyc.org or e-mail development@gildasclubnyc.org 

May 6
Go #TEAMGILDA

TD Five Boro Bike Tour

May 9
Fundraising Event

Celebrating Women  
Benefit Luncheon

Metropolitan Club NYC
- Tickets Available -

May 17
Member Social Event

Celebración de nuestra miembros

May 28 
Memorial Day

Clubhouse Closed

June 6
Fundraising Event 

The Gildie Awards 
City Winery

- Tickets Available -

June 15
Member Social Event 

Birthday Party

July 4 
Independence Day
Clubhouse Closed

July 9-13
Youth Program
Club Sparkle

- Pre-registration required - 

May June July
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Good Luck & Thank You  
Gilda’s Bike Team!

Charles Alberta
James Atkinson
Laura Bartlett

Richard Bartlett
Michael Bosco

Christine Braunstein
Christopher Flores

Ceaser Flores
Frank Gibbons

Krista Gundersen
Warren Krotz

Raymond Lem
Steve Longo

Brain McAuliffe
Dan McGinley
Ade Ogunrinu
Kevin Smith

Patrick Tobin
Gottfried Weissgerber


