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A Message from our CEO

Dear Friends of Gilda’s Club New York City,

Gilda’s Club has been providing free cancer support for 23 years and we have much to 
celebrate – our continued growth in revenue, in the services we offer, and the number of 
New Yorkers we touch who are impacted by a cancer diagnosis and their families and loved 
ones.  Most of all, we are celebrating our community who not only supports us, but inspires 
us to do more every year for the people we serve.

Tonight we are honored to present two awards – 

• The Red Door Award for Innovation to CVSHealth for its commitment to its 
customers in quality health care products and services and for discontinuing the 
sale of cigarettes, a leading cause of lung cancer.

• The Advances in Cancer Research Award to Andrew Plump, M.D., Ph.D. Chief 

Medical and Scientific Officer, Takeda Pharmaceutical Company, Limited for his 
leadership role in the development of treatments that have helped to improve 
the lives of cancer patients.

Great progress has been made in recent years in the treatment of cancer but in spite of 
this, cancer is still one of the leading causes of death in the United States. One out of 
two men and one out of three women will be diagnosed with cancer in their lifetime. 
We cannot underestimate the impact a cancer diagnosis has on an individual and their 
family members. Nor underestimate the important role our organization plays in helping 
to mitigate the overwhelming fear and anxiety that comes with a cancer diagnosis. It is 
our free comprehensive program of support, education, and our community of caring that 
empowers our members to live their life to the fullest, whatever the outcome.  

At Gilda’s Club we believe that no one should face cancer alone. We are grateful for your 
support, tonight, because we know it will go a long way to ensure that more people will not 
have to face cancer alone.  And, we thank you for being an important member of our special 
community.

Sincerely,

Lily Safani
CEO



Dear Friends,  

On behalf of the board, staff and members of Gilda’s Club New York City, we welcome 
you tonight to celebrate our 23rd anniversary of serving the New York cancer community.

At Gilda’s Club we believe no one should face cancer alone.  Our mission is to support, 
educate and empower cancer patients and their families – 100% free of charge. Our 
comprehensive cancer program offers support groups, educational lectures and healthy 
lifestyle workshops for everyone impacted by cancer – men, women, teens, and children.  
Each year we reach 25,000 cancer patients and their family members. 

Our Signature Gala plays an important role in supporting our organization and helping us 
to reach more individuals who are touched by cancer each year.  Every year, the need for 
our program continues to significantly grow – especially in the underserved communities 
of New York where morbidity rates for cancer are higher and accessibility to cancer  
care is often limited. Your generous support this evening will help to make a difference  
in the lives of individuals living with cancer and help us continue to fulfill our mission  
free of charge.

This year we are pleased to honor, Andrew Plump, M.D., Ph.D., Chief Medical and Scientific 
Officer, Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited with the Advances in Cancer Research 
Award and CVSHealth with the Red Door Award for Innovation.

We thank you, our dedicated supporters, for helping to ensure that Gilda’s Club continues 
to serve New Yorkers living with cancer. You are truly making a difference for our special 
community.
 

Sincerely,

Laura Bartlett    Mark J. Alles     
Chairman, Board of Directors  Honorary Director    
Gala Co-Chair    Gala Co-Chair

From Our Gala Co-Chairs



Our Community of Caring 

Each year Our Community of Caring includes:

988 Weekly and Monthly Support Groups

                      608 Healthy Lifestyle Workshops

      65 Educational Lectures

        24 Social Activities

At Gilda’s Club we know what it means to be diagnosed with cancer - for both the 
patient and everyone in their life. It is our Community of Caring that helps everyone 
who walks through our signature Red Door at our beautiful Clubhouse or attends our 
Gilda Comes To You program at our partner hospitals in New York City. There is one 
thing they can be sure of – they will no longer have to face cancer alone.

Margie:
I came to Gilda’s because I didn’t  

know anyone that was going through 

cancer or had been through cancer.  

My family and friends were and have been  

supportive but I needed to be understood. 
Gilda’s Club is a safe haven.

Harvey:
Anyone who is diagnosed with cancer – I 

don’t care what the age is – it affects you 
emotionally like you can’t believe. My 
friends at Gilda’s Club better understand 
what I’m going through, how I’m dealing 

with it. I don’t know how I could have 

survived without Gilda’s Club.



Footnote: From latest Institute of Medicine Report Delivering High-quality Cancer Care: Charting a New Course for A System In Crisis

Last year 12,000 New Yorkers touched by cancer were served through our  
Community of Caring. And they never had to worry about how much it cost … because 
it is 100% free of charge. Every support group, every lecture, every workshop and 
every social event is free, thanks to the generosity of our donors.

The Need for Our Services

By 2022 there will be a 30% increase in cancer survivors

By 2030 the incidence of cancer will increase by 40%

Lilliana & Catalina:
The first word that comes to mind when  
I think of Gilda’s Club is joy, and the joy that 

I see through my child. She’s here bouncing 
and talking and being a little silly, but that’s 
part of her joy of being part of a community 

that understands her; with people that have 

gone through similar situations and kids that 
have been in similar situations.

Laurie:
When I was diagnosed, I knew I needed a support  

group because my head was spinning with information 
overload. Now my weekly Wellness Group is support, 

comfort and family. We encourage each other every 

step of the way.

Margarita:
The group that I’m in (at Kings County Hospital 

Center), a lot of the people are not from here – they 

came from different countries and they are only here 
because of the treatments. And some of them really 

don’t have ways to pay for this service. And thank 

God this is going on because a lot of people would 

not be able to take advantage of this.



Celebrating
23 Years

of
FreeCancer

Support



Board of Directors

Laura Bartlett, Chair H William S.  Slattery, Vice Chair H Faith T. Charles 
Robert J. Easton H Carl S. Goldfischer, MD H Sofija Jovic, PhD

Mike Lee H Ellen A. Lubman H Tsveta Milanova H Matthew R. Patterson
Andrea F. Rabney H Jami Rubin H Barbara Ryan H Alexander Scott

Ingrid Yin, PhD 

Mark J. Alles, Honorary Director
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Joanna Bull H Mandy Patinkin H Emma Stone H Karen Wilder H Robin & Alan Zweibel 

Gala Co-Chairs

                                     

Dinner Committee
Ellen Lubman H Matthew R. Patterson H Barbara Ryan

Auction Committee
Andrew Altschuler H Lisa Friscia H Katherine Griffith H Erin Nourijanian

Gilda’s Club New York City
 23rd Annual Benefit Gala

Laura Bartlett                                                                                                                           
Chair 

GCNYC Board of Directors

Mark J. Alles

Chairman & CEO 

Celgene Corporation



Red Door Award for Innovation
CVSHealth

 Accepted by

Elizabeth Ferguson
Deputy General Counsel

Elizabeth Ferguson is the Deputy General Counsel for CVS Health.  Her role spans the 
CVS Health enterprise, with oversight of legal and regulatory matters related to CVS 
Pharmacy’s retail pharmacies, the Minute Clinic clinics and Omnicare long term care 
pharmacies. She also has responsibility for CVS Health’s litigation, investigations,  
anti-trust, risk management, intellectual property, real estate, environmental and 
workplace safety practice areas. She most recently has been in charge of obtaining the 
regulatory approvals for CVS Health’s acquisition of Aetna.  She has provided a leadership 
role in CVS’s fight against the opioid epidemic. Prior to joining CVS Health, she was a 
Senior Vice President & Assistant General Counsel at Medco Health Solutions. She was an 
Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of New Jersey for 9 years and worked as a litigation 
associate at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison. Ms. Ferguson clerked for the 
Honorable Dolores K. Sloviter on the Third Circuit Court of Appeals. She graduated from 
Michigan Law School, cum laude, and Smith College, where she received her A.B., cum 
laude, in physics and economics, with honors in physics.

About CVS Health

CVS Health is a pharmacy innovation company helping people on their path to better 
health. Through its more than 9,800 retail locations, more than 1,100 walk-in medical 
clinics, a leading pharmacy benefits manager with approximately 94 million plan members, 
a dedicated senior pharmacy care business serving more than one million patients per 
year, expanding specialty pharmacy services, and a leading stand-alone Medicare Part 
D prescription drug plan, the company enables people, businesses and communities 
to manage health in more affordable and effective ways. This unique integrated model 
increases access to quality care, delivers better health outcomes and lowers overall health 
care costs. Find more information about how CVS Health is shaping the future of health at 
https://www.cvshealth.com.



Advances in Cancer Research Award

Andrew Plump, M.D., Ph.D. 

Chief Medical and Scientific Officer
Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited

Andrew Plump, M.D., Ph.D., joined Takeda as Chief Medical and Scientific Officer (CMSO) 
in 2015. Dr. Plump also serves as a member of the company’s Board of Directors. In 
his current position, he leads Takeda’s global Research & Development organization, 
responsible for advancing a portfolio of transformative new medicines from early research 
through late-stage development, to regulatory approval. 

Dr. Plump leads a modern, world-class R&D organization focused on three therapeutic 
areas —gastroenterology, neuroscience and oncology, plus vaccines— and is fully 
committed to addressing unmet patient need through the delivery of transformative 
medicines. He spearheads Takeda’s innovation agenda, including the development of new 
capabilities, modality diversification and a partnership-focused collaborative R&D model. 
Under Dr. Plump’s leadership, Takeda has achieved a number of R&D successes, including 
17 asset stage ups in FY2017 (compared with five in FY2016) and 56 new partnerships in 
FY2017. 

Prior to Takeda, Dr. Plump served as Senior Vice President, Research & Translational 
Medicine, Deputy to the President of R&D at Sanofi where he was responsible for global 
research and translational medicine across all therapeutic areas.  

Dr. Plump also spent more than 10 years at Merck in a Clinical Pharmacology group, 
working on programs in neurodegeneration, immunology, metabolism and infectious 
diseases. He ultimately assumed the role of Vice President, Worldwide Cardiovascular 
(CV) Research Head.

Dr. Plump received his medical degree from the University of California, San Francisco 
(UCSF), his doctorate in cardiovascular genetics with Dr. Jan Breslow from the Rockefeller 
University and his bachelor’s degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He 
completed a residency in Internal Medicine and a fellowship in Medical Genetics at UCSF. 
Following his clinical training, Dr. Plump continued his scientific training in neuroscience 
as a Howard Hughes and Stanley J. Sarnoff postdoctoral fellow, with Dr. Marc Tessier-
Lavigne, concurrently assuming faculty responsibilities as an Adjunct Clinical Instructor in 
the Department of Medical Genetics.



Bill Ritter joined “20/20” as a correspondent in November 1997. He joined ABC News in 
1993. He has been host of “Good Morning America/Sunday” and a correspondent on 
“Good Morning America.” In 1998 Ritter was named weekend anchor of WABC-TV in New 
York. In 1999 he was named 11:00 p.m. anchor of ABC’s flagship owned and operated 
station, and in 2001 he took over the 6:00 p.m. newscast as well. 

Ritter has covered dozens of important news stories for a variety of ABC News programs, 
including the murder of 8 year old Leiby Kletzky in Brooklyn, mob attacks and alleged 
sexual assault of young women in Manhattan’s Central Park following the Puerto Rican 
Day Parade, shootings at Columbine High School in Colorado, the death of Princess Diana, 
the crash of TWA Flight 800, the criminal and civil trials of O.J. Simpson and the aftermath 
of the Oklahoma City bombing. 

Ritter began his career in print journalism in 1972. He served as a reporter, then business 
editor of the San Diego County edition of The Los Angeles Times from 1984 to 1987. In 
1984 he won The Los Angeles Times Editorial Award for uncovering a $200 million broker 
fraud in San Diego. He also worked as a reporter and editor for the San Diego Business 
Journal from 1980 to 1984. 

Ritter served as chairman of Crash, Inc., a non-profit drug education and prevention 
organization in San Diego, from 1980 to 1990, and was on the San Diego State University 
Business School advisory board in 1984 and 1985. He attended San Diego State University, 
majoring in accounting and economics.

Bill Ritter
Anchor, Eyewitness News, WABC-TV,

Correspondent, ABC News 20/20

Host



As Senior Vice President, Global Director of Strategic Partnerships at Christie’s, Lydia Fenet 
leads a global team forging significant collaborations with other luxury brands. Building 
on her fifteen-plus-year career at the historic auction house, Ms. Fenet pioneered the 
Strategic Partnerships program at Christie’s in 2010, leveraging skills sharpened both as 
Special Events Director from 2004-2010 and during her time on Christie’s Client Advisory 
team. Under Ms. Fenet’s purview, innovative brand partnerships have grown into a 
valuable marketing and business development platform for Christie’s and its partners, 
producing dynamic co-branded initiatives worldwide. These initiatives include major 
exhibitions, special events, and targeted digital activations. 

Since leading her first auction in 2001, Ms. Fenet has become Christie's Global Head of 
Benefit Auctioneering and the top performer in the field, raising hundreds of millions of 
dollars for some of the largest non-profit organizations around the world and training 
Christie’s new classes of charity auctioneers. Some of her recent auctions include The 
Clinton Foundation, AMFAR, Tipping Point, the Naples Winter Wine Festival and The Bob 
Woodruff Foundation. In 2014 partnered with Glenn Close and Robert DeNiro to launch 
the Bring Change To Mind auction benefiting mental health. 

Ms. Fenet’s first book, The Most Powerful Woman in the Room is You, will be published by 
Touchstone, a Simon & Schuster imprint, in Spring 2019.

Ms. Fenet graduated with a Bachelors of Arts degree in both Art History and History from 
Sewanee - The University of the South. She currently resides in New York City with her 
husband and three children, Beatrice, Henry and Eloise.

Lydia Wickliffe Fenet
Senior Vice President,  

Global Director of Strategic Partnerships

Christie's
Auctioneer



Cynthia was born in New York, NY; however, her parents are from the Dominican Republic 
and Puerto Rico.  She attended Marymount Manhattan College and BMCC, majoring in 
Communication Arts and minoring in Theatre Arts.  For the past 20 years she worked in 
retail – starting out as a cashier then moving up to Corporate Retail for a luxury brand as 
their After Sales Coordinator for the Americas.

She was diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer (stage 4) in early September 2016 and 
has been receiving treatment since at NYU Langone Cancer Center.  After learning about 
Gilda’s Club from a former co-worker, who had positive things to say about the organization, 
she became a member in September 2018.  She attends a weekly wellness group and her 
daughter is part of our Teens Connect program and her son attends Noogieland.

Cynthia’s hobbies are traveling whenever possible, either discovering new locations in 
New York state or going to different countries.  Loves to read, watch movies and go to 
restaurants with family and friends.  She also enjoys spending family time with her children.  
Since her diagnosis she also volunteers to help with cancer events at her hospital. 

She currently lives in Inwood, Manhattan, (it’s north of the island) with her two children, 
Madison age 15 and Matthew age 6. 

Cynthia Vega

Gilda’s Club Member Speaker



Gilda’s Club 
New York City

is proud to honor

Andrew Plump, M.D., Ph.D.
Chief Medical and Scientific Officer

Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited

Advances in Cancer Research Award

CVSHealth
 Accepted by

Elizabeth Ferguson 

Deputy General Counsel

Red Door Award for Innovation



Silver Benefactor

Leadership Circle Benefactor 

Red Door Patrons

Diamond Benefactor

We Thank Our Generous Sponsors

Slattery Family Foundation



Bronze Patrons
Accenture

Alexandria Real Estate Equities, Inc.
Argot Partners

Audentes Therapeutics/Matt Patterson
Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Bay City Capital

Faith Charles/Thompson Hine LLP

Cowen

Deerfield Management/Paul Takats
Joan & Bob Easton

Eloxx Pharmaceuticals
Fenwick & West LLP

ICON Clinical Research

Korn Ferry

MayTech Global Investments/ProPhase LLC

Tsveta Milanova

Redmile Group

W2O

Laura & Dick Bartlett
Jeffrey Friedman, M.D., Ph.D.

Penguin Maintenance and Service an EMCOR Company 

Benefactor Ticket Holders

Bloomberg Philanthropies

Third Rock Ventures, LLC

Patrons

We Thank Our Generous Sponsors



L E A D E R S H I P  C I R C L E  B E N E F A C T O R

Congratulations 

Gilda’s Club New York City

for 23 Years of

Supporting, Educating and

Empowering Cancer Patients  

and Their Families

and to Our
2018 honorees

CVSHealth
Red Door Award for Innovation

&
Andrew Plump, M.D., Ph.D.

Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited
Advances in Cancer Research Award

 

Slattery Family Foundation



S I LV E R  B E N E F A C T O R
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B R O N Z E  PAT R O N

Lily Safani
Chief Executive O�cer

Michelle Ramlochan 
Special Programs Coordinator  

Eileen Jackson 
Associate Director, Special Projects

Pontip Rasavong 
Marketing & Communications Manager

Christine Braunstein 
Grant Writer

Savannah Walker 
Development Associate

Ramona Maysonet 
Bookkeeper  

Maria Orband

Development Assistant

Migdalia Torres, LCSW-R     
Executive Director, Program & O�site Expansion            

  

Michele Halusic, LCSW-R 
Associate Director, Program 

 

Haley Feldman, LMSW 
Program Coordinator

Jamie Shapiro 
Program Coordinator, Outreach & Community Partners         

Dena Kaliades 
Program and Education Coordinator 

 

Nadine Bartholomew 
Program Administrative Assistant 

 

Jessilyn Torres 
Receptionist/Program Assistant

Emily Keenan 
Part-time Receptionist

Nadia Reyes

Patient Navigator

It is with Heartfelt Appreciation
that Bob & Joan Easton

recognize the staff for their
dedication and commitment to

the Gilda’s Club mission.
 

Staff
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B R O N Z E  PAT R O N

MayTech Global Investments 

proudly supports

and 

congratulates 

tonight’s honorees

Global Growth Investing for Institutions and Individuals

950 Third Avenue, New York, NY10022 • www.maytechglobal.com



B R O N Z E  PAT R O N

Redmile Group 

salutes 

the brave members  

living vigorously with cancer,  

and  

the volunteers and staff  

of Gilda’s Club New York City  

who put the care into healthcare.
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Luminary
Supports Gilda’s Club New York City and Women Leaders,

Entrepreneurs, Heroes and Role Models –

Especially Those Living with Cancer

Launching in late 2018, Luminary is New York City’s premier  

collaboration hub for women who are passionate about professional  

development and expanding their networks.

We are reimagining a space for women with an emphasis on investing  

in self and career development, wellness, flexibility and giving back. 
Members have access to a vibrant space and a vast ecosystem of  

services, offerings and perks. 

https://www.luminary-nyc.com

@bealuminary



























Thank You to Our In-Kind Donors

A Slice of Brooklyn Bus Tours
Albert Nocciolino
Alice's Tea Cup
Aveda
Bar Pitti
Bar SixtyFive @ Rainbow Room
Beautiful- The Carol King Musical
Bee in Motion
Benjamin Restaurant Group
Big Apple Circus
BJ's Wholesale Club
Bluestone Lane
Boca West Country Club
Camaje Bistro
Calissa Restaurant
Carlo's Bakery
Charlie Bird
Chelsea Piers
Classic Harbor Line
Clinton St. Baking Company & Restaurant
Coarse NY
Convivium Osteria
Cooper's Hawk Winery & Restaurants
Deborah Thompson Day Spa & Boutique
Eau Palm Beach Resort & Spa
Eileen Jackson
Eileen's Special Cheesecake
Film Forum
Five Iron Golf NYC
Fly the Whale
Freshmade NYC
Grand Life Hotels
Hinman, Howard, & Kattell, LLP
Horizon Media
Hotel Hugo
Irvington Bar & Restaurant
Jacob's Pickles
Jennifer Zeuner Jewelry
jetBlue Airways
John Finlayson
John's of Bleecker Street
Kiawah Partners- Kiawah Island Club
Levain Bakery
Li-Lac Chocolates
Lily Safani & Jeff Friedman
Loews Hotels & Company
Magnolia Bakery

Martha Clara Vineyards
Mega Force Records
Ming Wang Knits
Montauk’s Navy Beach Restaurant
National Baseball Hall of Fame
New York Open/GF Capital/BSE Global
Neil Mazzella
Norton Museum of Art
NY Cake Academy
NYCWFF
OM Yoga & Wellness Studios
One World Observatory
Parisa Wang
Penguin an EMCOR Company
Per Se Restaurant
Physical Equilibrium
Porter House Bar & Grill
Richard Friedman
Rumble Boxing
Rustico Cooking
skyn ICELAND
SLT
Smith & Wollensky
Stacey Mindich/Stacey Mindich Production
Starbright Floral Design
Ta-Boo
TAO Cares
Terri & Sandy
The Breakers Palm Beach
The Daily Show with Trevor Noah
The Lash Loft/Shellyann Bainlardi
The Marmara Park Avenue
The Metropolitan Opera
The Off-Broadway Hit "STOMP"
The Orchard
The Otesaga Resort Hotel
The Pierre
The Public Theater
The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon
   NBC Entertainment Publicity
Theatre Within
Tracy Anderson Method
Truman's Gentlemen's Groomers
Tumi, Inc.
United Airlines
Warren Tricomi Salon
Wolffer Estate Vineyard



2018 Associate Board

Neil Heckman, Chair

Meghan Finlayson, Vice Chair

Andrew Altschuler

Merrill Anovick

Elizabeth F. Berger

Nicole Braun Carrasco 

Mandy Cheuk

Analisa Cipriano

Elsa Di Ruggiero

Lisa Friscia

Katherine Griffith

Van M Ha 

Devi Kinkhabwala

Chelsey Lutz Kirby 

Devon Kraus

Andrew Levison

Erin Nourijanian

Emily Sanchez

Lauren Servideo

Whitnee Shulman

Steven Smolyn

John Switzer

Erica Thomas 

Remi Tseng

Max Wilder

Stefani Zien

Your efforts to support and strengthen our mission are  
appreciated by everyone at Gilda’s C lub New York C ity







For helping to make this night a success!!!

GCNYC Board of Directors

Our Sponsors

Our Host Bill Ritter 

Our Auctioneer Lydia Wickliffe Fenet 

Our Staff

and

Our Countless Volunteers

You have all made a difference  
to GCNYC and our community!



See you next 
November!



Save The 
Date!

Wednesday, May 8, 2019 
The Metropolitan Club

Julie L. Gerberding, M.D., M.P.H.
Executive Vice President & Chief Patient Officer, 

Strategic Communications, 

Global Public Policy and Population Health

Merck & Co., Inc.

 Red Door Award

Honoring

  GILDA’S CLUB NEW YORK CITY

Celebrating 
Women
ANNUAL BENEFIT LUNCHEON



D I A M O N D  B E N E F A C T O R




